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The purnose of this publication is to distribute information on aeronautics 
to the flying personnel in the Regular Army, Reserve Corps, National Guard, and 


Others connected with aviation. 
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FLYING 
There's more to being, a flying in- 
structor at Randolph Field than the 


mere ability to pilot a plane. Littie 
known and even less publicized is the 
Instructor's Course at the "West Point 
of the Air," oan intensive thirty-hour 
training period which every potential 
tutor must. comlete before student fli- 
ers are assigned te him. 

Every fiv ‘eks, a new Instructor's 
Course gets . der way, for it is then 
that from 60 to 100 newly commissioned 
Air Corps officers are assigned to du- 
ty at Randolvh Field from a graduatin 
class of the Advenced Flying School a 
Kelly Field. 

In this course, esmhasis is laid on 
the ability to teach and to detect 
flaws in the Flying Cadet's technique. 
Most important, however, is the abtil- 
ity to remedy these defects. The fin- 
est pilot in the vorld is not a quali- 
fied instructor unless he can teach 
his student. 

The Instructor's Ccurse is divided 
into three wohases. First, the in- 
structor-to-—be uust leer to fly a BI- 
tyne plane fron the rear cockpit. The 
standard design ofall Air Corms plenes 
provides for the principal pilot to 
occupy the front seat, mainly for rea- 
son of better visibility. In traini 

lanes, however, this seat is reserve 

or the student. _ Consequently, the 
student in the Instructor's course 
mast spend at least ten of the thirty 
hours in learning actual flying pro- 
cedure from the rear. Another student 
‘instructor rides in the front cocknit 
on_these occasicns. 

‘The second vhase also is dual, but 
with the front cockpit occupied by the 
instructor's Instructor, who is a vet- 
eran of several classes of basic train- 
ing. The function of-the senior in- 
structor is to detect any errors that 


INSTRUCTORS 


may have been acquired bythe young of- 
ficer while lesrning the rear cocknit 
technique. The senior instructor 
places himself inthe role of a student 
pilot, and demonstrates many of the 
common faults. 

Third phase in the treining of the 
student instructor is to fly from the 
front cockpit as safety pilot fora 
classmate in the rear. 

Veteran teachers of military aviation 
emphasize the noint that psychological- 
ly, every student nilot is a senarate 
and distinct nroblem. One cadet needs 
to be driven to get the best results. 
Another needs to be cajoled; a third 
can best learn by leaving him strictly 
to his own devices. 
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Beginning with the class which : 
ool, 


uated from the Advenced Flying S 


Kelly Field, Texas, on October 4, 1940, 
and including the classes which gradu- 


ated from the Advanced vs yene Schools 
at Brooks, Kelly and Maxwell Fields on 
February 7, 1941, a total of 495 newly 
commissioned second lieutenants of the 
Air Reserve, who had undergone training 
under the status of Flying Cadets, was 
assigned to various Air Corns flying 
schools for duty as instructors. 

Four successive gradust ing classes 
from the Advanced Flying School, Kelly 
Field, furnished flying instructors as 


follows: 
Class of October 4, 1940......... 100 
Class of November 15, 1940. «. .' «wekh? 
Class of December 20, 1940....... 116 
Class -f February 7, 1941........ 91 
TOCBL« «athe Kmoe Cale ate « 2a 


Added_to this total are 17 graduates 
of the February 7, 1941, class from the 
Advanced Flying School, Brooks Field, 
Texas, and 54 graduates of the class 


which graduated on the same date from 
‘the Advanced Flying School, Maxwell 
V-8790 ale C. 











Field, Ala., meking a grand total of 
495, as above mentioned. 
These 495 instructors were assigned 


Air Coros flying schools, as fol- 
Ows: 
Basic Flying School, Randolph 

Field, Texas, 243 


Advanced Flying School, Kelly 
Field, Texas, 88 
Specialized Flying School, 





From the classes which are scheduled 
to graduate from the Advanced Flyin 
Schools at Kelly, Brooks and Maxwel 
Fields on March 14, 1941, it is vropos- 
ed to detail 156 graduates for duty as 
instructors. Of Kelly Field's quotaof 
90, Rendolvh Field will receive 55; 
Stockton, 20, and Moffett Field, 15. 

Brooks Field will furnish 1l¢ new in- 
structors to Randolph Field, and Max- 


Barksdale Field, La., 49 well -Field will send 52 to the Basic 
Advanced Flying School, Flying School at the Montgomery, Ala., 
Maxwell Field, Ala. 65 Municipal Airnort. 

Basic Flying School, It will thus be noted that with the 
Moffett Field, Calif., 20 inclusion of the graduatin classes of 
Advanced Flyinz School, March 14, 1941, there will have been 
Stockton, Calif., 30 added a total of 551 flying instructors 

Total 495 «from Flying Cadet ranks. 

——0o00-——— 
PILOT! S§ IDENTITY SOUGHT 


The War Department recently announced 
that the Air Corns is seeking to iden- 
tify its pilot whose ernie’ saved a 
— h Caroline fanily from its burning 

ome. 

The pilot's action was revealed in a 
letter addressedto President Roosevelt 
as Commander-in-Chief of the Army. The 
Air Coros is checking its stations to 
identify the pilot whose acticn evi- 
dently was considered of sucha routine 
nature that no resort was made to the 
War Department. When the pilot is 
identified, the South Carolina family 
will be given ‘is name and picture, and 
the pilot himself will be forwarded a 
copy of the letter commending him for 
his warning. 

The letter to the President follows: 


"Central, S.C., 
Feb. 23, 1941. 


Commander-in-Cnief of U.S. Army, 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Mr. Roosevelt: 


Please make investigation to find out 
who the pilot is who was so thoughtful 
_ co Mh ned — cn el 

, February , at about one o'c 
near Calhoun, S.C. (Clemson College) . 

It hapsened like this: The mother of 
seven children in a farm home wos, busy 
caring for three whe were sick. Finally 
her attention was attracted by the 
noise of a plane which continued to 
roar over the house. Suddenly she re- 
alized the shin was circling above and 
went out to see why. 

‘hen she looked uv, she saw that her 
house was adlaze, 
point of falling in. 

She succeeded in getting the children 
out with cover and mattress for the ill 
ones. In a few minutes the high wind 
had fanned the house away in flames, 


alpe 


end roof near the . 


but every child was safe. ; 
The peovle of this section would like 
to know the name of and see the picture 
of the boy who had time to be practical 
while aj apa for his Country's de- 
fense. We are proud of that spirit in 
the boys who wear the wings. | : 
Thank you for directing this inquiry. 


Sincerely, 
/s/ George Arma McDaniel, D. C. 


P.S. There is no doubt as to the 
plane being an Army plane, for it came 
very low and U. S. Army was easy to 


read. 
G. A. M." 
———000—- 


FLIGHT TO ALASKA FOR CHANGE OF STATION 


Two officers and three enlisted men 
of the 73rd Bombardment Squadron, 
McChord Field, Wash., flew to Elmen- 
dorf Field, Anchorage, Alaska, for a 
permenent change of station. 


A B18A Douglas Bomber piloted by 
lst Lieut. Joe G. Schneider, with 2nd 
Lieut. Frank L. O'Brien, Air Res., as 
co-pilot, left McChord Field at 5:30 
A. M., February 18th and landed at 
Prince George, Canada, at 9:00 the 
same morning. At noon that day, they 
vroceeded to White Horse and Fairbanks, 


aska. Remaining at Fairbmks over- 
night, they resumed their journey the 
following morning and arrived at en- 


dorf Field at noon. 


The enlisted crew aboard the plane 
comprised Steff Set. Leslie VY. ‘Yilliams, 
Ingineer; Set. Neil E. Little, Asst. 
Engineer, and Pvt. Norman L. Johanson, 
Radio Operator. 
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INSURANCE 
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SBSTATAUS 





Ry Waddell F. Swith, Major, Air Corns. 
valitery Personnel Divieion, 0.C.A.C. 


About the author: In civil life. Major Smith has 
specialized in life insurance for flying personnel 
and has contributed articles on the subject of in- 
surance to the December 15, 1940, and January l, 
1941, issues of the Air Corps News Letter. He was 
recently ordered to active duty in the Military Per- 
sonnel Division, Office of the Chief of. the Air 
Corps. Since one of the functions of that Division 
is to advise on life insurance for Air Corps person= 
nel, Major Smith will act in the capacity of insur- 
ance consultant, in addition to other duties. He 
expects to contribute articles in forthcoming issues 
of the News Letter on the subjects of wills, admin- 
istration of estates, pensions and other benefits 
affecting military personnel, both Regular and Re- 
serve. 


The institution of Gevernment insur- 


ance during the “orld Yar was in effect 


a government stem of approval _on the 
Sb ie a of life insurence. Its ef- 

ect was so wide spread that the en- 
tire povnulntion was dbreught to an ac- 
centance and adention 
and safety of life insurence. It has 
become the most wvositive means of 
transmitting the accwmlations of one 
eeneration on to the next. Since the 
forld ‘lar the total volune of life in- 
surence in force in all life insurance 
comanies has trebled. Life insurance 
has proven itself to be the :nost vrec- 
tical mediun for army personnel to 
create and pass on their estates to 
wives and children. Now the Government 
has again avoroved of life insurance 
by offering Wationel Service Life In- 
surance to all who enter the active 
service, whether they be Selective 
Service enrollees, iistional Guardsmen 
Or Reserves on ective duty. 
group is and will be of low overage 
age and the great majority without de- 
yendents. Accordingly many will fal 

© wurchase any Netional Service Insur- 
ance or as mu as they should. It 
must be aoplied for within 120 days of 
inductien and thet rule cannot be void- 
ed. ven thouch one has no dependents 
a moderate emcunt is advisable inas- 
mach as life insur:nce is sure to be 
needed eventuslly by the individual. 


All organization commanders should 


stress the imoortence of it reveatedly. 
Strenge as it seems, even National 
Service Life Insurance must be "sold." 
National Service Life Insurance is pro- 
vided by the U. S. Government and the 
premiums assessed are only enough to 
cover normal mortality. All cost of 
administration is assumed by the Gov- 
ernment as are all costs of extra haz- 
ards incidental to the service, either 
in veace tine or wer tine. After the 


of the utility 


This new 


~o 


insured returns to civil life he may 
retain his insurance on_ the same ad- 
ventazeous basis. See War Dent. Cir- 
cular 125, Oct. 31,.1940 end Circular 
149, Dec. 10, 1940.) The Government 
has: provided the insurance end it is 
now up to those eligible to recognize 
its merit end apply for it. 


National Service Life Insurance must 
be enplied for as a five year level 
premium term pclicy. At sny time after 
one year and before the end of five 

ears it may be converted to Ordinary 

ife, 20-Payment Life or 30- Faymen 
Life. The one year period of defer- 
ment before converting is scund. First, 
if the term policy is dropped then the 
insured has not lost as he has had 
velue received in protection. Second, 
the insured who converts after one 
veer will be certain of his desire to 
continue the insurence for life end 
will have hed ayear to determine which 
policy he wishes to convert to. 


Much discussion arises as to what is 
the best form of life insurance policy 
to carry. A brief discussion is here- 
with vresented. Of the many various 
forms of life insurence nolicies, they 
may be divided into three classes, 
nomely: term nolicies, life volicies, 
end endowment »nolicies. A term volicy, 
es its name indicates, covers only a 
limited number of years and as it does 
not cover old age mortality ond as it 
bears no cash or paid up value, the 
premiums are conseauently low. Term 
insurence policies may be converted to 
permenent forms of insurance, but 
one intends to convert them it should 
be done as soon as nossible to obtain 
the rates annlicable to the younger 
ages. 


Life wolicies are, as the name im- 
nlies, life time contracts with level 
premiums peyable for life and the face 
amount of insurance ,nayable at_ death 
whenever it occurs (Ordinary Life or 
‘hole Life). “This form is the lowest 
cost insurance which will provide a 
life time of protection. “he one ob- 
ep to this form of policy is that 

he insured does not went to have to 
pey vremiums all his life. Insursnce 
cost must be vaid for, no matter what 
the form of »olicy, therefore to avoid 
the necessity of neyment of ovremiums 
for life, the premiums which normally 
would have to be paid over the years 
of exnectency of en insured are simly 
comressed into 20 years or 30 years 


and the result is a 20- Psyment Life 
V-8790,A.C. 








- eamoun 





Policy or a 30-Payment Life Policy. 


In the last two mentioned policies, 
if the insured is living «.t the end of 
the premiun paying period, then no 
more premiums need be paid and the 
face amount of insurance is paid up 
end payable et death. The third type 
of policies are endowments. Any in- 
dowment Policy mst have a definite 
maturity date end if the insured is 
living on the maturity date, then tne 
insurance ceases andthe rece anunt is 

id the insured in cash. An Hadowment 
olicy is actually aterm insurence 
policy written at term insurence rates 
with enough added to the term premium 
which, with earned interest, will eoual 
the face amount of the term policy at 
expiration. 


The three types of life insurance 
policy forms aave been descrided and 
it is now pertinent to note that no 
endowment forms are aveilable when Ne- 
tional Service Life Insurance is con- 
verted. As the intent of the Covern- 
ment is to provide life insurance and 
as the purpose of en endowment is nri- 
osha d Savings, nce endewment forms 
have been provided. The most nojular 
form of nolicy is 4 pep | Life (also 
known as Whole Life) and sixty per cent 
of all insurance sold each year is Cr- 
Life. It provides the greatest 
of permenent protection for the 
least cost. 


dinar 


This paragraph is deveted to the in- 
surence planning of regular officers 
vino, when youn, went to plan aiead 
their course in insurmce buying. In 
general, insurence is used for three 
purposes, namely femily protection, 
education of children, and provision 
for additional cesh or incom for re- 
tirement. Under average conditions 
family protection should be bought first 
and increased from time to time until 
the amount is deemed totally sufficient 
for one's estate. Next, educational 
endowments for children are advisable. 


The usual formis an endowment policy 
for such period of years which couals 
the. differential between the child's 
age end oenkege age. The insurance 

Ould be on the life of the father, 
with a trust agreement which, in event 
of death, will hold the insurance prin- 
cipal at interest until college age 
when the nclicy will mature for cash 
end thereby gree? the necessary edu- 
cational funds. This form of insurence 
should not be bought until the femil 
. has first been adequately vrotec at 

‘with Ordinary Life (or 20 or 3 Pa 
insurence as itis high in cost for t 
amount of 
thefamily has been adequately protect— 


insurance involved. After’ 





ed and vrovision made for education of 
children, then the thoughts of the head - 
of the family will naturally turn to 
some form of endowment which will ma- 
ture at cbout retirement age to provide 
funds for the purchase of a hom. Such 
a program cannot be conmmleted until the 
officer has had several pay increases. 


A good mile to remember in ce 3 
what kind of insurance to buy is the 
the naturel purpose of life insurance 
is vrotection and "protection insur- 
ance" is what should be bought. How. 
ever, as eforeientioned, education of 
children end retirement endowment sre 
valid reasons for violating the rule, 
but only in moderate amount. 


Air Corps Officers and Air Corns Re- 
serve Officers are today confronted 
with some difficulty in cbtaining in- 
surence without any restrictions im- 
posed, such as aviation waivers and 
war clauses. However, insurance with- 
cut such waivers snd clauses can_de 
obtained, though the companies still 
writing it have established limits of 
from 22,500 to *5,000. Two companies 
yill consider individual cases up to 
$10,000. The Office of the Chie 
the Air Corns edvecates the vurchase 
cf insurance in adequate amounts by all 
Air Gerps personnel, especially the 
flying personnel. With conditions un- 
certain, it is not at all wunlikel 
that the remaining companies who wil 
write insurance without restrictions 
for service pilots, may at eny time 
withdrew. The names of some companies 
who yet will insure service pilots will 
be furnished on remest. Officers re- 
questing this information should ad- 
Gress the Office of the Chief of the 
Air Corps, Washington, D.C. 


000 


ENLISTED MEN RECEIVE RAPID PROMOTION 


It's news when two 22-year old sol- 
diers ere promoted to Steff Sergeant 
during their first enlistment but, when 
they are vromoted several months later 
to Technical Sergeant, it's even bigeer 


neys. 
On August 17,1940, Randolph Field an- 
nee che Sra naan os es of the 
unges af rgeants 2 
Lerey” A. Leger, Of Port Mecohes, und 
Stanley E. Fulcher, of San Antonio, Texas. 
Both men, members of the Finance De- 
partment, recently passed the next ex- 
amination for vromotion to Technical 
Sergeent, end their appointment as such 
was announced on February 15th. 
Both of the young finenciers already 
ere making vrenerations to teke the 





next examination inthenear future for 
-apoointment to Master Sergeant. 
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. ATR CORPS ACTIVITIES IN THS CANAL ZONE 


Bombers on Industrial Good ‘fill Mission 





—_—— +. 


A shipment of rubber’ seeds was re- 
gently. reught to the Isthms of Panama 
fromthe Fnhilippine Islands, but the 
steemer missed connections with a 
Brazii~bound ship. The fact that Im- 
mid tropical climate is fatal to the 
seeds made it necessaryto seeit 4 rapid 
. Means of conveyence to transnort this 
- shipment to Brazil. The seeds were of 


the Hevea sxecies end were intended for 


use in Brazilisn rubber plantations. 


As has been the case in ae in- 
stances in the past where renid trans- 
portation was urgent, the airplane 
once more came to the rescue. 


The flight, under the command cf 
Prig. Gen. Douglas B. Netherwood, Com- 
manding General of the 19th Bombard- 
ment Wing, made stovns at ‘arecaibo, 
Venezuela; Fort of Spain, ‘Trinidad; 
end Paramaribo, Dutch Suiana. 

Participating flight personnel, in 
addition to General. Netherwood, in- 
cluded Lt. Col. S.ii. Connell, Cantains 
-M.V. Robertson, L.A. Spillmen; Lieuts. 
A. Y.-Kellond, Clyde Swanson; Staff 
Sets. Gustav H. Fehrm, Max Becker, J.A. 
Toluse, Lionel Funne, and Pvt. Jd. R, 
Murphy. 

The flight aroused considerable fa- 
vorable publicity. The "Star and 
Herald," a leading Fenama nevwsvaper, 
commented on the flight in an editori- 
al,part of which is quoted as follows: 


"The ee interest in the commodity 
(rubber) is attested to by the many 
ee now out surveying possibilities. 
t is noted that three Canel bombers 
took off from Albrook Field for Pera, 
Brazil, with e avantity of rubver_tree 
seeds, transvorted as far as the Isth- 
mus by steener from the Fhilipnines. 
The goodwill gesture was taken to pre- 
serve the seeds from germination .in 
the hot climate of this section. 


"Rubber-growing, at one time a thriv- 
ing industry in Tronic America, hed 
the life squeezed out of it by the 
cheaper Malaven »roduct whichfor years 
up to the present wer, dcminated the 
ifarket. The war has again turned the 
attention cf the Unitec States to the 
rubber cpoortunities that have been 
pessed by in the Americen tropics. It 
is hoped that it is not considered in 
the light of en exvediency, that after 
the war, the United States will con- 
tinue to turn to its own neighbors for 
this valuable commodity." 


Gen. Netherwood was greeted at the 
airport with wunusuel cordiality by 
Brazilian officisls, including repre- 





sentntives of the ‘ilitary Commander 
of the 8th Military Region of Brazil, 
Exmo. Sur. Gen. Edgar Faco, on whom 
Gen. Netherwood subsequently made a 
courtesy cell. Amilitary guard was 
rovided for the airplanes by the 
srazilian authorities. 


Gen. Faco nlaced a motor car at Gen. 
Netherwood's disnosal during his stay 
in Relem. The General called onmr. 
Wolker, Americen Consul, and cn “xmo. 
Sur. Dr. Jese' C. de Gama Malcher, 
Governor of the Stete of Para. In com 
menting on his visit, Gen. Netherwood 
said: "le were most cordially received 
end the attitude cf all the efficials 
with whem we came in contact was mst 
friendly." 


oe 


Similated Air Combet in Panama 





Army end Navy planes in the Canal 
Zone carried out on Februery leth a 
jeint maneuver scheduled to test the 
air defenses of the Fanama Canel. The 
exercise was identical with one held 
about six weelts ago. 

The maneuver was divided into two 
parts. The Army bombers acted ag de- 
Pending forces in the first vlace, but 
in the second,they assmuied the role of 
enemy creft end stterimted to »enetrate 
the air defenses of the Canél Zone. 

The sttack begen early in the mem- 
ing when Navy planes, on a routine re- 
connaissance flight, sizhted a pseudo- 
enemy @irplene carrier in Panama Bay, 
about 100 miles south of the Canal 
zene. 

This carrier, for »urnoses of the ex- 
ercise, was simulsted. by one of the 
Navy craft stationed in Felboa. 

The Navy bombers rediced the loca- 
tion of the simulated cerrier to Aray 
officials in the Canal Zone. An un- 
specified number of heavy .bonbing 
planes, all units cf the 19th Bombard- 
ment ‘Ying, under the commend of Briz. 
Gen. Douglas BR. Netherwocd, immediate- 
ly took cff from Albrook and France 
Fields and from Rio Sato, flew te the 
locatien cf the Naircroft errier," 


end steged a simulcted bombing attack, 


wnich lasted fer almost an heur. The 
"destruction" of the "cerrier" by bombs 
from the defending nlanes concluded 
the first phase of the exercise. Then, 
as attackers belonzgine to an enemy 
force, the Romnbers, flying in forma- 
tion end anprorching from the gea, 
staged e cencentrated attack on ‘the 
Pacific end of the Canel. 

Local observers stated that the first 
of the attacking planes arrived over 
the Pacific entrance te the Canal just 
as the air raid sirens sounded the 
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usual noon sigal. 

Meanwhile, however, 
forces, notified thet an air. armade 
was on its way to attack the Canal, 
called out lanes from the 37th and 
16th Pursuit Greups, which were es- 
signed to intercent the attacks in the 
air and prevent them, if possible, from 
reaching their objectives. 

The exercise cnly involved Nav 
forces and the Peneine. Canal Departmen 
Air Force. 


Military Disnley in Panama 


The greatest mestery rey 4 in the 
history of Pansma wes held onthe morn 
ing ef January 30th,when 14,000 troops 
of the Panama Can:1 Denertment, revre- 
senting every unit in service in the 
Zone, Marched before Pres. Arnulfo 
Arias, of Frnema; Lieut. Gen. Daniel 
Van Voorhis, Cc usending General of the 
Department; -iaj. Gon. derford Jar- 
man, Commanding Goneral of the Panama 
Cenal Depertment_ Coast Artillery Com- 
mand; Maj. Gon. Frenk M. Andrews, Com- 
manding Generel of the Fanema 
ee Air Force; anda host of 
other notables, at Fort Clayton on the 
Pacific Side. Troops from Albrook 
Field marched in the »arade and made a 
most creditable showing. 

As the par:de wes nearing its con- 
Clusion,the air eracda of Bombardment, 
Pursuit, end Observetion airplanes, 
~ led by Brig. Gen. Deugles Netherwood, 
reared down froa the skies and flew in 
virtually perfsct formations before 
the reviewing stend at an altitude of 
approximately 500 feet. This air show 
was the hishligt of the disvlay and 
was eccemplished with such precision 
as to arouse vniverssl admiration. The 

lanes had teken off fromtheir resnec- 
ive airdreaes et Albrook and Frence 
Fields end Rio Hato ond, by a care- 
fully pre-arranged schedule, met at a 
rendezvcus point, 1500 feet above 
Darien, Canal Zone, end then proceeded 
to the initial necint ebove Paja, Ren. 
of Pename. 


Caribbean Insnection Flight 
by Generel Yen Voorhis 

Lieut. Gen. Deniel Yrn Voorhis, Com 
mending Generel of the Fenama Canal De- 
pertment, who was recently placed in 
comnend of tne Ceribbeen Defense Area, 
departed froa Albrook Field in a C-39 
on February 9t1 on en extensive tcur 
of the militery beses in that area. 

Piloting Gen. Yen Voorhis was Major 
Gen. Frank M. Andrews, Commanding Gen- 
eral of the Penema Air Force, who re- 
cently returned froin a similar tour of 
inspection of the Caribbean Defense 
Area. In addition to the C-39, five 
Bombers commrised the flight. Stons 


~6- 


locel def ending: 


-were made at Marecoibo,Venezuela,Trin- 
idad, Puerto Rico, and Jamaica. 

Other flight personnel included 
Cents. Gerald E. Williams, John F. Bat- 


jer, Semel C. pee. f lst Lieuts. 
vack L. Schoch, Donald H. Kauffmen, 
Niette S. Williams, Jr.; 2nd lLieuts. 
jac Pp, 


Stenhenson,#rnest N. Ljunggren, 
‘filson T. Jones, Charlie iM. Ress, Alex 
E. Burleigh, Leland ‘Y. Johnson, Charles 
G. Y. Normand; Tech. Sets. Frank C. 
Thomas, Frank |. Brown, Elden K. Tin- 
dall, George R. Donley, Jr., Michael 
F, Cycon; aff Sgts. Glenn "’. Frun, 
“Im. M. Ticker; Sgts. Frank Y. “‘Yooley, 
Hlm 3B. Selberg; ts. lst Cl. “Im. 
Williams, John VY. Yolslegel, ond Pvt. 
Edwere P. ‘Welcone, all of the Air 
Corps. 

Lieut. Col. Carl H. “Wohsenberger, 
aide de cam to Gen. Yan Yoorhis, was. 
a posgenger on this flight, as were 
Tech. Set. Carrol J. Howard, and Cpl. 
Chester Bartosh, both of the Headquare 
ters Company, Panama Ceneal Department. 


-———0 


ILLINOIS IN THE LEAD 


To the state of Illinois goes the 
mythicel leurels for vroviding the most 
Flying Cedets for Cless 41~E, the new 
group of future nilots who recentl 
started their ten weeks of training o 
Randolph Field, ™exas, largest of the 
Air Corns basic flying schools. 


All but nine Stetes are represented 
cmong the €96 students of the ne’ class, 
with Illinois ccntributing 57 of then. 
California ran 2a close second with 51, 
aeee Ohie received the show snot with 


Other States whichvroduced more than 
a dozen Flying Crdets for this newest 
class include Oklahoma, Indiana, Ala- 
bama, Michigen, Misscuri, Georgia, 
Kensas, Louisiane, end Tennessee. 


The nine excepted States are five in 
the New “ngland sector, in addition to 
Vest Virginia, Delewere, Vyoming, end 
Nevede, but this is exoleined by _the 
fact that student vilets from New “ne 
lend end from West Virginia ond Dela- 
ware are trained at the Southeast Air 
Corns Treining Center,at Maxwell Field, 
Ala.,and men from the wide open. speces 
of — end Nevada are assigned te 
the. Vest Coast Training Center et Mof- 
fett Field, Calif. a 

) 





The Municipal Airport at ‘fontgomery, 
Ala., now utilized by the Air Corns as 
a Rasic ying School, was recently 
named "Gunter Field," in memory of the 
late William A. Gunter, who was mayor 
of that city. 
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RANDOLPH FLYING STUDENTS FROM ALL WALKS OF LIFE 


Lawyers and docters, school teachers 
and accountants, football heroes. and 
beverage distributors, machinists and 
undertakers, all are on equal footing 
now. They're Flying Cadets of the Army 
Air Corps at Randelph Field, Texas, 
where 4,500 pilots-to-be will obtain 
their basic flight training in the com- 
ing year. 

Flying Cedet Yillerd A. Patterson, of 
Laverne, Ala., taught grede school in 
his home town after attending «State 
Teachers College at Troy, Ala. A ca- 
reer in the Air Corns beckoned, and he 
is now halfway thrceuzh Randolph Field. 

wane are inthe offing for et Ken- 
neth W. Kolberg, who was a distributor 
of a certain beverage after going to 
Carroll College, in Waukesha, Wisconsin, 
for three years. 

_Froman acccuntent's desk to the cock- 
pet of a military airplane was not a 

ong steofor Flying Cadet James E. Gor- 


don, of Hillsboro, N.C. After: gradu- 
ating fromthe University of Nerth Car- 
Olina in 1938, he was a bookkeeper for 
two years before the roarof mighty mo- 
tors brought him to the Air Corps. 

The largest business renorting firm 
in the country lest a good man when 
ay Cadet ‘V.S. Pharr, of Cherlotte, 
N.C., started: to learn the mysteries 
of_military aviation. 

Remember Arthur (Snakeo-Hips) Buck 
the neticn's leading scorer nthe 1936 
gridiron season, who was later mentioned 
as an All-American from Carroll reg 
He's "flying thro the air with the 
greatest of ease" at Randolph Field. 

Donn /. Hendricks,of Colorado Springs, 
Colo., played All-American basketball 
for the University of Colorado from 
1936 to.1940. He is now substituting 
snep rolls and spins for free throws 
end pivot plays. 


RADIO 


"Station VO7 Calling!" 


The en Ning ebile Radio Section 
("vo7") in the Panama Canal Zone re- 
cently made its maiden trip frem Al- 
brook Field to Madden Dam, where it 
set up station and went on the air. 
Contect was immediately established 
with the ground station ("#09") of the 
44th Reconnaissance Squadron at Albrook 
Field. Participating in the first 
working of "VO7" were Capts. L.H. ‘Yat- 
nee, Air Coros, and A. J. Mandelbaun, 
Signal Corps; and Tech. Set. H.W. Pike; 
Staff Sets. o, F. Dercy, G.H.L. Fehrm; 
Set. V.F. Scott; Cnls.°J.M. Schvab, 5. 

j Y. L. Johnson; Pvts. M. P. 
Corse, A. Dubinsky, I. A. Parkmon and 
B.T. Vatkins; all of the 19th Wine Mo- 
bile Radio Section. 


Lowry Field 


Being "in the air" is no novelty for 
most of the wen at Lowry Field, but 
they found so.xething new under the sun 
recently when they went "on the air," 
the occasion for this new experience 
being the firstina series of 26 week- 
ly roadcasts during the course of 

ich six Lowry Field men matched wits 
for honor, glory--and cash--and for 
the entertainnent and edification, of a 
vast audience throughout the Rocky 
Mountain section. 

Entitled "Test Flight," the program 
is broadcast from Lowry Field over the 

.B.S. Radio Station KLZ, of Denver. 
The inaugural program went on the air 
from the recently completed regimental 


yr anama Canal Department for Sat y 


y= ~ 


ACTIVITIES 


recreation building which was filled 
to on aah 8 by some 350 officers and 
enlisted men fortunate enough to secure 
soe weekly ellotment of admission: tick- 
ets. — / 

Six men will be selected by lot each 
week to participate in the program, 
their names being drawn froma 
drum inte which several thousand name- 
bearing cards previously had been de- 


posited, varticinent will be 
able to win uo to ‘%e2 in cash, while 
one will gain as an additional prize a 


7-tube Philco nortable radio. 
Admission tickets are distributed by 
the. Public Relations Office, 109 going 
to each provisional greun, with the re- 
mainder reserved for officers and Fly- 


ing Cadets. ; 

omularity of "Test Flight" is in- 
evitable. e shows will be replete 
with laugh --provoking quips, fact- 
eliciting questions and historical 
data, the last contained ina brief 
dramatization of an Cub emenssee aerial 
event. The manner with which the open- 
ing. show was accented by the visible 
audience attested to its well balanced 
educational and humorous attributes, 
both of which, together with the gener- 
al presentation of the program, were 


thoroughly enjoyed. 


-—-000——~ 


Colonel Floyd 3. Galloway,Air Corps, 
until recently. Commanding Officer of 
the Advanced Flying School at Maxwell 
Field, Ala., was transferred to the 
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"TRANSITION" 


(Impressions of a lower-class 
eight days at Randolph Field, Texas 


Cadet after 


As the flag was slowly raised, I un- 
consciously stiffened to attention and 
upon me dammed the realization thet my 
second_week as a Flying Cadet at Ren- 
deloh Field was about to begin. 


So this was Randol 
Point of the Air." This then is the 
ambition of thousands upon thousands of 
America's manhood. And as I thought 
I realized that only eight _ azo t 
was an. cutsider. (It seemed like eight 
years. 

But now, attired in traditional blues 


with garrison ca) and 
tened to the blare of the dugles and 


the military roll of the drums, I could 
feel sonething foreign stirring inside 
of me. It couldn't be physical; I was. 


positive that I hadn't changed in that 
respect in the past _seven days. It 
could not be rental. I still felt the 


same. But deep down inside of this 
new Flying Cadet a transition was tak- 
ing place. ‘thet wes it? 


Eleven weeks ago, I was entering my 
rimary training field at Fort Vorth, 
exas, and looking forwerd to my FIRST 

plane ride. That's true!! Hleven 
weeks ago a plane and I were as far 
apert_ as Sl Paso and Texarkana, but 
when I first locked down that wing, ip 
the middle of a steep turn I knew t 
flying wes for me. remember how I 
worried and worked in passing those’ 
ten long weeks of vrimary training and 
hew hanpy I vas to ereduate. I felt 
that it wes a real accomplishment. 


But when I approached Randolph Field 
and realized that at last I was a full- 
fledged Flying Cadet; saw its gloguing 
administration building and the "cir- 
cles" and vrincipelly_ the Cadet area 
with its berracks and academic build~ 
ing, I knew that at last I was really 
in the Air Corps. - 


When the woerclassmen put me in my 
first "brace™ and when I popped to at- 
vention and saluted my first officer, 
: be to feel thet transition. This 
yas the real United States Amny Air 
“orps-- the Air Corns in which I haden~ 
iisted to learn te fly. True, the pri- 
mary field had teught me-the rudiments 
OF piloting a »leme through the air and 
respect for my superiors. At Randolph, 
nowever, flying is only part of the 
training received by each Cadet, I 
learned to march end to. carry a rifle 
énd its manual. Yes, I even’ learned 
teble manners; but above all-discipline. 
It was drilled and impressed upon ihe, 


Field, the "West 


gloves,asI lis-. 





body and soul, morning, noon end nicht, 

and pire a but don't tell my wu 
rclassmen), t love it. I love the 
my, its traditions and all the name 


"Army" stands for. 
——000—— 


DEARTH OF SMITHS IN NGW FLYING CLASS 


As lonely as S ey soldfish ‘on 
the dininz reom table is the plight of 
Joseph R. Smith, 22-year-old ex-farmer 
of wcerthington, Ohio, for out of 394 
Flying Cadets in the new class at Ran- 
delnh Field, "exas, he is the only 
member of the Smith family. 

Clerks were stunned when Spey gazed 
at the new rster for the first time. 
They checked and rechecked the list, 
hoping to find a mate--ancther Smith— 
for Josevh &., but without avail. Then 
they locked into the upper class (490 
strong), also being trained currently 
at Rendolph Field, and were rewarded b 
finding seven Smitn's there. But tha 
did not help the sorrows of Joseph R., 
since these seven ere upper classmen, 
while Josenh R. is only a "dodo." 

A total of 27 Smith's enrolled at the 


Yest Toint of the Air" since the early 


part of 1940, an average of four toa 
class, about the onlyconsolation Joseph 
R. has on the whole matter is that not 
one of these 27 “washed out." All com- 
pleted their course in grand style and 
graduated to advanced flying schools. 





While on the subject of the exceed- 
inely numerous members of the Smith 
family, word comes from Maxwell Field, 
Ala., that actuarians were hurled for 
a loss when it was discovered that there 
was no one nemed Smith in the class of 
158 Flying Cadets who commenced their 
ten-weeks' course of training on Febru- 
ary 12th at the Air Corps Advanced Fly- 
ing School at that post. It is added 
that there may be found in this class 
a number of Cadets nemed Rerg, David- 
son, Jones, Murvhy, as well as a trio 
of “hompsons - none of whom are relat- 
ed. The Cadet in the class withthe most 
difficult name to pronounce is Edward 
S. Zdojkowski, of Springfield, Mass. 


-—000-—— 


To afford convenient banking service 
to the personnel of Hickam Field, Fort 
Kamehameha and Pearl Harbor, the Bishop 
National Rank of Honolulu opened a 
branch establishment of their institu- 
tion at Hickam Field in Feb ‘ 
be or is located on the inside and 
to the left of the Hickam main gate, 
end is in charge of Mr, W.J. Linquist 
formerly with the bank at Schofield 

ss < 7 
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"DEVIL DOS" TO "GOR" TO FLYING "KAYDETTE" 


The Marine Corps, the Navy end then 
the Air Ccros was the path followed by 


Wm. M. Dorosko, 27-year old Flying 
Cadet of Clevelond, Ohio, who now is 
nearing his commission in the Army Air 
Corns. At present, he is a Cadet Licut- 
enent, renking among the first ten of 
850 student pilots receiving their 
pease flight training et Randolph Field, 
exas. 

Durosko specialized in radio when he 
enlisted in the marines in 1932, and 
emerged as a Corvorel when his four 
year enlistment exoired. Into the Navy 
he went for an adciticnel four yoars of 
redio lsbors ond, at the end of that 
enlistment in 1940, he was a radioinen, 
second class. 

The ambitious young men, however, had 
higher goals, and wes bent on becoming 


one of Uncle San's pilots. While in 
the Navy, every time his ship docked he 
hurried to the nearest flying field. 
He soon became a pilot and has held a 
private flying license for three years. 

Durosko applied for anpointment as 
Flying Cadet in the Army Air Corps, 
passed his entrance examination, com 
are his primary training at Hemet , 
alif., and very shortly he will com 
plete his basic training end leave 
Randolph Fieldfor 10 weeks of advanced 
training, the lest stage before secur- 
ing his "Wings." Furthermere, he is 
looking forward to seven years cf sne- 
cial night studyto qualify as an aero- 
nauticel engineer. 

To top off this success story, here's 
a little secret — he has not had one 
bit of college educeticn. 


—--000-—— 
TH? “RATHER STATION AT SCOTT FISLD 


Scott Field, Belleville, I11., main- 
tains one of the largest weather sta- 
tions authorized at present bbe Army 
Air Corps, with a vnersonnel of five 
forecesters, three ‘redio onerstors, 
seven observers ond one student observ- 
er, who is undergoing treining while 
on duty. This stetion onerotes under 
the supervisicn cf Crt. Robert F. L. 
Eaton, Air Corrs, whese positicn is 
that of Fost ‘eather Observer. 

The weather bureau is rosponsiblefor 
complete weather forecasts 24 hours a 
day. Four weather maps draw daily, 
one every six hours, show weather 
forecasts, locel concitions and a — 
out of the fli-ht rcutes on the basis 
of the latest renerts. Heurly obser- 
vations ere made cf locrl weather. All 
local observations mst be filed hour- 
ly with the Dencrtinent of Commerce 


over a teletype network maintained by 
the Civil Aeronautics Administration. 

Regular renorts are received at the 
field from 300 Army Air Corns Stations 
throughout the United States. In ad- 
dition, a number of Cenadian stations 
and “0% et sea are reported. 

All denertments and organizations 
epereting ct the field use the service, 
including the vorevisional school] group, 
the Air Base Groun, the Engineering 
Construction Office, Fost Headquarters, 
and Post Onerations from where all air- 
plane flizhts are controlled. 

To the Air Corns the weather is very 
imortsnt, for the success or failure 
of an assignment may Gepend unon the 
accuracy of weather forecasts and 
ether facts vital te the pilot of = 
olane. And meny of these fects ms 
be just that--not guesses. 
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LATIN-AVERICANS IN TRAINING a? AIR CORPS PISLDS 


A total of 15 officers of Letin- 
American countries are undergoing 
training atvericus Air Cerps stations. 
Capt. Manuel ‘irujillo and Lieut. Iuis 
EK. Herrere of the Colombian Army, to- 

ther with Cspt. Victor Barcellos, of 

razil, arenow receiving advanced vur- 
suit training at iiitcne: field, N. Y. 
Recently cowoleting the beric and ad- 
vanced courses et Tiniolou and Keil 

Fields, they are exnected to remain a’ 

Mitchel Field for about three months. 
Capt. Barcellos is assigned to the 
33rd, Capt. Trujillo to the 35th, and 
Lieut. Herrera to the 36th Squadrons 
of the 8th Pursuit Group. 





Two Colombien Army aviators, lst 
Lieuts. Miquel Melendez and Octavio 
Gonzelez, ere ncw stationed at Selfridge 
Fieid, having recently arrived from 
Rendclih Field, Texas. “he dark green 
uniformed aviators will be at this air 
base for a period of 90 days, undergo- 
ing training and observation work in 
Pursuit aviaticn. 

Four officers cf the Argentinian Army 
are nursuing: Ccirferent courses at the 
Air Corus Techni.cal Schools; Lieuts. 
Armando Amar Foolss and Angel Alberto 
Garcia Follini, the Mechanics course 
t Chamute Field, Ill.; Licuts. Ovidio ! 
fuis mez end Horacio Carlos Rivara, ° 
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the Armorers and pootogreens® courses, . 
mempectively, at Lowry Field, Denver, 
0. 


Of six officers of the Cuban. Army 
assigned tothe Air Corns for trainine, 
Capt. Fernando 3. Del Valle Diaz, 2nd, 
Lievts. Aoberto J.M. Henderson Bezunile 
la end Efrain Hernandez D' Abrigeon are 


undergeing tactical training with the 
154th Observation Squadron at Post 
Field, Fort Sill, Ocla., and lst Lieuts. 
Pablo BF. Alonso Ychevarria, Guillermo 
A. Gonzalez, and Antonio Soto y Redri- 
gpiez ere teking a_refresher o ge | 
course at the Basic Training School a 
Randoiph Field, Texas. 
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TRAINING PROGRESS AT RANDOLPH FIELD 


The repidly increasing Army Air eps 
is keeping the Fiving Cadets on the 
move at Randolnh Field, Texas, the na- 
tion's larzest basic training center 
for America's aviaters. 


Hardly had 228 stvdent.pilots stensed 
out of the barracks, bound for advanced 


flying schools, when. 393 ersduntes of 
eer. flying schools moved into more 
han fill the vacancies. At the same 
time, Class 41-D, numbering anproxi- 
mately 460 members, became unperclass- 
men. 
1eens Cadats of the denerting class 
(4 ~C) were on Tebruery 10th ordered to 
hree posts, Kelly Field receiving 1E3; 
Brooks Field, 75; and 2erksdale Field, 
the ofper 70. 
he four succeeding deys, the rew 
Class (41-Z) arrived from eight civil- 
ian elementary flying schools, viz: 
Senta Meria, 53; Glendale, 30; Hemet, 


53; aetEee, FO; Parks, 63; Hicks, 58; 
Omerd, 10; and Tilsa, 71. 

It was plannedto honor this newolass 
with a tea dance at the Gunter Hotel on 
February <end. 

With the nassing of Class 41-0 and 
the transition of 11-D from underclass 
to upnerclasscamne a new group of Fly 
ine Cadet officers and non-commissioned 
officers. Richard D. Stowell was des- 
ignated battalion comender, F.I. Mona- 
han, adjutant; and WV. G. Renfro, Ser 
geant Major. 

Other Flying Cadet captains are J.H. 
Rummt, R.. LaRoous, J.B. Latshaw, and 
H. Worley. 

Class 41-E is smller then 41-D for 
the rersen that amroximately 130 pri- 
mary school graduates originally s- 
iensted for Randolvh Field, were as- 
signed to the new basic training field 
at Sen Angelo, Texas. 
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MSASLY MEASLES MUDDLE MITCIEL FIELD MEDAL PR2SENTATICN 


A mild evidemic of measles recently 
broxe out at Mitchel Field, N. Y¥., and 
about fifty cases were reported. The 
Medical detechment, howeve>, rolled u 
its sleeves and in less time than i 
takes to say "P-40" rad the situation 
under centrol. One or two of the lit- 
tle bugs, however, remained at large and 
decided to ley back and strike ata tine 
men it would ceuse the most embarrass- 
ment. 

Recently the Yar Department announced 
that Capt. William T. Hudnell, Jr., of 
the 8th Pursuit Srcun, hac heen awarded 
the ay say me Flying Cross forhero~ 


ic action in lending e disabled P36A at 
Langley Field in April, 1940. It wes 
decided that this nedal would be pre- 


sented to Capt. Hudnell by the Command- 
General of the 7th Wing, Brig. Gen. 

Jo. C. McDonnell, in the presence of 
the entire personnel cf Mitchel ¥ielc, 
end thatan aerial review wovld be flow 
after the presentetion ceremony. All 
reliminary arrangements were made, end 

e date was set for 10:CO A.M., Satur- 

, February lst, but old "Jupe Piuvius'"' 

let downhis hair and made the fieldmore 


suitable for a motorboat show with a re- we on the Adjutant 


sult that the show was postponed until 
Saturday, February 8th. On the preced~ 
ing day, word wes received that . Gon 
Arnoid would meke an inspection of the 
Base, so thet once again the newspaper 
and newsreel ma tucked their unused 
film under their arms and returned home. 
It was decided then that neither snow, 
nor rain, nor sleet would prevent the 
nresentetion on Saturday, February 15th. 
owever, everyone forgot that lone lit- 
le measle hidi in an unknown 
corner! On Friday nizait, under cover 
of darkness, this little pest slipped 
into Capt. Hudneli's quarters and plant- 
ed himseif firmly for a two week's stay. 
The morning of February 15th dewne 
rather dismally, but around 8:00 o'clock 
things began to clear andit looked like 
everyting would be fine. n Con 
menders insvected their units, while 
mechanics busily taxied spic end sven 
P-40's out tothe line where they lined 
up like saucy little snarrows. livery 
thins was ready, and just as the control 
tower operator was about to vlaya little 
martial music to aid the troopsin march- 


ing to their assembly pace s, the tele- 
s desk rang omin~ 
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ously. The Adjutant picked up the phone 
cheerfully, but as he listened te the 
voice onthe other end his smile changed 
to. an exoression of utmest woe and his 
shoulders slumed. "It's all off,boys;" 
he said,"Capt. Hudnell has the measles!" 
Evidently. convinced, that_Saturde 
was a Jinx day, Mitchel Field offici- 
als decided on a change of tactics and 





set Friday, March 7th, es the date of 
the presentation of the D.F.o. to Yan 


tain Hudnell. Prigadier General John 
C. McDonnell vinn the decoretion on 
Captain Hudnell and, according to the 
ress, Cesnite the suddenness of the 
ecision to stage the ceremony on Fri- 
day, nothing vas lacking to make_ the 
event impressive, includinga thrilling 
eerial review. 
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FLYING FATALITIZS IN PANAMA 


Within the space of two days in mid- 
February, three fatal accidents oc- 
curred in the Fanama Canal Department 
in connection with the intensive Pur- 
svuit_ training program. A release from 
the Panama Canal Denartment Air Force, 
Albrook Field, states: "While definite 
conclusions have not been reached as 
to all contributing causes of these 
accidents, inexserience of the flight 

ersonnel was probably one of the 

asic causes. All of the pilots in- 
‘volved in the accidents had less than 
300 hours total »ilot time and have 
been on active duty as officers incom 
bat units less than three months." 

On February 12th, 2nd Lieut. J. 5. 
Kinsey, of the 37th Pursuit Group, fly- 
ing a P26, failed to mill out of a 
dive and smashed into the weters of 
Panema Bay with terrific. force, a 
short distence fron the J. 5. Navy De- 
stroyer "Goff" which was on patrel 
duty at Balboa anchorage. A rescie 
ar y_in a crash beat, with aj. 2. 3. 

dall, Air Corps, Crpt. J.P. Hermen, 
Medical Corns, on board, which was 
dispatched to the scene of the crash, 
found the young flyer dead upon their 
arrival. Lieut. Kinsey, 23 years of 
age, whose hone was at Grand Ranids, 
Mich., arrived in Panama for duty on 
December 6, 1940. 
the sane day, 2nd Lieut. ‘Vilbur 
P. Broemel, 25 years old, of the 16th 
Pursuit Group, flying a P-36, failed 
to return from a rovtine flight. Pan- 
ameanian police revorted to Army au- 
thorities thet avwlene had been ob- 
served aan a short distence from 
the town cf orrera. In the jungle 
about five miles from Chorrera, an 
Army searching party located the wreci- 
age of tne olane_and the pilot's body. 

Second Lieut. Folmer J. Sosmard, 25 

ears old, also of the 16th Fursuit 

roup, wes more fortunate. On the 
12th, while fiue in formeticn, the 
engine of his P-36 freeze. Lieut. Som 
bailed out and landed in the 
water off Vioue Point, about 10 miles 
south of Bruje Point where the new Air 
Base, Howard ield, is under construc- 
tion. ‘sith the aid of his Vest Life 


‘Kevlinger Fisher, 


Preserver, he kept afloat until res- 
cued by Maj. Arthur L. Runm, Commend- 
ing Officer, of the 16th Pursuit Grow, 
who flew an armhibien tothe scene of 
the accident. Lieut. Sogsard arrived 
at Fanama on December 31, 19-0. 

On February 13th, 2nd Lieut. John 
2? yeers old, who 
arrived in Panama_on Nevember 19, 1940, 
and whc Lived in Providence, was Killed 
wnen his P=36 dived into the md flats 
nesr Cheme Point, abcut 50 miles from 
Albrook Field. He was a member of the 
16th Pursuit Greun end, at the tine of 
the accident, was vracticing combat 
maneuvers in a formation led by Capt. 
Ceorge H. MacIntyre. All of the vlenes 
inthe formation were diving but Lieut. 
Fisher failed to ~m1l out of the dive. 
The plane was buried deen in the md, 
necessitating salvage onerations. 

The release further strtes that "Mm 
February 14th, all P-26 sursuit planes 
at Alorook “ield were grounded while a 
thorough inspection wes initiated. Mo 
mechanical _defects have yet been dis- 


covered. +ests for carbon-monoxide 
gens have been undertaken .to determine 


if excessive ges might have been a 
vwrobable cause of the accicents, al- 
theuch it is »resumed that this is un- 
likely." 
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AIR DEFENSS RESPONSIRILITY 


The ‘Yar Dept. recently ennounced that 
the organization, training and opere- 
tion'of air defense in the continental 
United States in tine of neace, as well 
as orgenization and training for task 
forces, are resnonsibilities of the 
Commanding General, GHQ Air Force. 

Announcement of the organization of 
an air defense command under Maj. Gen. 
James E. Chaney, with headquarters at 
Mitchel Field, L. Y., was made in 
Dec., 1939. Tis command included co- 
ordinated control of certain entiair- 
creft units, squadrons of Pursuit planes 
and units of the gircraft werning se 
vice ofthe siuel commmications; il 
an area aan st host il {7 8 


be 
I., N. 


@ alr attacks. 
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AIR CORPS OFFICERS SI"'DY SPANISH 


A recent announcement by the War De- 
partment is to the effect that, in 
View of the increased travel by 
Air Corps officers in the ‘Western 
Hemisnhere, all such officers, includ- 
ing those cf tne Federalized National 
Guard, should receive instruction in 
the Spanish language. The War Denart- 
ment instructions state: 

"To this ond, schedules of instruc- 
tion in ges schools at all Air Ccerns 
activities should be erranged to in- 
clude this subject. It is probable 
thet at a later dete limited funds may 
be made available for the purchase of 
texts, phonogra: records, etc. Funds 
for the fire cf instructors cannot, 
however, be made evailable. Informa- 
tion as to the availability of funds 
will- be wublished at alater date. 
Fending availebility of funds, it is 
desired that every effort be made to 
provide such instruction. by improvis- 
ed methods if necessary." 

Steps were teken at Mitchel Field, 

Y., to orgenize classes for offi- 
cers, it_ being stated that apnroxi- 
mately 109 will avail themselves of 
the opportunity to learn the language. 
The course is being given by a Spenish 
teacher, snonsored by the W.P.A. 

At a later date itis proposed to of- 
fer the same courge for all enlisted 
men at witchel field, and _ severel 
Classes will be formed to teke care of 
the large number exected to attend. 

At Lawson Field, Fort Benning, Ga., 
officers of the 16th and 97th Observa- 
tion Squadrons are sean the plans of 
the War Department as to the "Good 
Neizhbor" policy, and 24 of them are 
attending Spanish classes taught by 

ade Montgemery, viz: —- Reuben 
Kyle,Jr., Cents. Fred S. Stecks, Harry 
N. Burkhelter,Jr., Herbert 8. Thatcher, 
Whiteford C. ileuldin, Philo G. leisen- 
holder, Lieuts. im. W. Amorous, John H. 
Griffith, Marvin S. Zipp» Charles. M. 
Dittrich, m.F. lieff, Paul W. Tibbets, 
Thomas C. McNeal, Glenn F. Anderson, 
Thomas Fletcher, Jr., Eroadus B. Taylor, 
Wendel C. Groom, Rernard WV. Veatch,John 
L. Folts, James D. Jones, James D. Motyl, 
Klem F. Kalberer, James ‘/. Newsome and 
ranklin 5. Schreecic. 

The Senora, as her pupils are some- 
times disnosed te call her, isthe wife 
of Mr. Wm. Montgomery, a yublic ac- 
countant. Ahishly cultivated women 
and a very _Charaing one, according to 
the News Letter Correspondent, she was 
born in San Sebastian, Tebasco, Mexico; 
was educated in a convent until eleven, 
and then attended an Mnglish college 
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in Mexico City. In ell of her seven 
years in the United States she resided 
eat Columbus, Ga. - 

Assisting the officers at Lowson 
Field in conquering the Svenish lan- 
guage is Capt. wm. S. Yergan, Medicel 
Corps, who vas in Fuerto Rico from 1938 
through 1940, and during the course of 
which did not hear an American broad- 
cast or read an Americm newspever. 


---000-—— 


NEY BTILDING FOR 
MAXTESLL FIDLD PRADTTARTERS 


The headquarters of the Advanced Fly- 
ing School, Mexvell Field, Ala., was 
recently moved from Austin Hall to the 
large building constructed severel 
menths ago onnosite the fire station. 
This move was made in order to concen- 
trate the executive offices of the 
Schocl in ea single building, to vlace 
them necrer tc the Overations building 
and flying field, also to provide addi- 
tionel quarters in Austin Hall for the 
Southeast Air Corns Training Center. 

Tne new headquarters is modern and 
attractive, and includes a private of- 
fice end conference room for the Com 
mending Officer. 

An eutomatic telenhone exchange, with 
a boari for 600 lines and_ facilities 
for future exnansion to 1,000 is being 
installed in the south wing of Austin 
Hall at Moxwell Field, Ala. 

The new exchange, which will give 
the airdrome dial telephone service, 
will have tyo tie lines, linking di- 
rectly the Advenced School at Maxwell 
Field with the Basic wiying Scheol at 
the Municipal Airnort et Montgomery. 
When the new exchange is placed in op- 
eration, it will be nossible for any 
resident of the post to call any tele- 
phone by dialing. 


-—~000-—— 


The Var Denartment has annroved the 
construction of additionel facilities 
to house abeut 1,000 cfficers, flying 
cadets ani enlisted men at the Flying 
Cadet Reception Centerat Mcffett Field 
Gal if., involving an estimated cost o 
5686,275. The Chief of ngineers will 
have charge of the construction »pro- 
ject, which ‘vill include 29 barracks, 

school buildings, 2werds, 2 day 
rooms, one each cefeteria, nistra- 
tion building, infirmary, nurses! 
ters, vost exchange, recreation build- 
ing, warehouse, also utilities end tele- 
phone installations. 
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PROGRESS OF NEVLY ACTIVATED ORGANIZATIONS 


Haweli: 


The 11th Bombardment Group (H), cele- 
brated the first year of its existence 
on February 1, 1911. A year ago, when 
Hickam Field wasa struggling expansion 
baby, this Group was activated to take 
up some of the influxof personnel ra 


idly on Uncle Sam's largest air 
vase. The gains in this Group are 
the 14th, 26th end 42nd Bombardment 


and the SOth Reconnaissmce. This 
Group was recently redesignated from 
"Medium" to "Heavy." 


Lenzley Field, Va. 


‘Fersonnel of the 37th Air Base Group, 
comprising the Headquarters, the 38th 
Air Base and the 50th Materiel Sque- 
‘dron, have been tusily engaged in or- 
pons work and in setting up a 

roup Headquarters. Office space is 
quite crowded, but the morale of the 
personnel is hich. Ther. are rumors 
that tie Grouv will leave Langley Field 
on April 15th. Enlisted men holding 
key positions in the Greun are Master 
Sot Samuel Deman, chief clerk of the 

ersomiel section; Tech. Sets. ‘im. V. 

roak, cr Major; Thomas Dunn, 
Personnel Sergeant Major; George R. 
Becker, Asst. Sergeant Major; Staff 
Set. Lloyd Walker, Grow Suoply Ser- 

ant; lst Sgt. Frank Ke LY ore, "Top 

ick" of the 38th; Staff Sects. John 
Bereznak, Jr., and Semuel Z. Tavidson, 
acting lst Sergeants of the Headquar- 
ters and 50th Materiel Squadrons, re- 
wget trey: 

The 13th Bombardment Group (M) was 
agtivat ed at Lengley Field on Jenuar 

oth, and coimmenced operations with 





officers, 110 hand-picked enlisted men. 


end two temporary barracks. Maj. Louis 
M. Merrick was assigned as Group Com- 
meander; Capt. John B. Cary, Adjutart; 
end lst Lieut. John L. Sullivan, Per- 
sonnel Officer. Second Lieut. Stephen 
D. McElroy commends the Headquarters 
Squadron; while lst Lieut. Sdward R. 
Casey, 2nd Lieuts. Chester ©. Pusch 
end Charles P. Shefficld command the 
89th, 40th and 41st Bombardment_Squa- 
Qrons, respectively. The News Letter 
vorrespondent, commenting on the per- 
tect functioning of the Groun from its 
start, states that it is now runnin 
as smoothly as a "sinker being dunke 
-n a cup of Java." 
4nother link in the Air Corps fast 
growing chain of new organizations was 
~orged on January 15th, with the acti- 
a of the 34th Bombardment Grou 
(Hd). The initial cadre was made up o 
8 officers and 110 enlisted men; the 
officers, in addition to the Group Com 


ois 


mander, Lieut. Col. J.W. Monahan, being 
ne R.3. Willians, Capes F.d, Lauer, 
C.h. LeMay,T.G. Wold, J.R. Sutherland, 


.Lieuts. K.M. Welborn and ‘V.§. Wheeler, 


Air Corps. The ond Bombardment vm 4 
is the parent organization from whi 
the personnel for the new Group were 
selected. The 34th Group Headquarters 
is temporarily located in the Skeet 
Renge building and presents a scene of 
bee-hive a ty The units of the 
Group are the Headquarters Squadron 
and the 4th, ‘7th end 18th Rombardment 
Scuadrons. 


Hemilton Field: 


Among the newunits recently activated 

at this station is the 70th Pursuit 
Squacron (Intercentor), a per of the 
45th Groun, with a strength of 62 man. 
Capt. Harold 3. Wright is the Squadron 
Comnender; lst Lieut. Fog 4 Viccellio, 
Operations Officer, with the following 
nemed non-commissioned officers hold- 
ing key positions; lst Sgt. F.W. Bon- 
ertz; Master Sgt. D.A. Hanaford, Line 
Chief; Tech. Sgt. W.W. Joungs dvere- 
tions and Mngineering; Staff Sets. S. 
W. Sowrey, Squadron Supply T.H. Moore 
Commnications; W. “illiams, Technical 
Supwly, and ALR, Black, Armament. 


Wheeler Field, T.H.: 


i 44th Pursuit Squadron (Intercept- 
or) was activated et this station on 
Jamary 1, 1941, with a strength of 33 
men. It is exvected that in the near 
future the strength of the orgenization 
will total 190. The Squadron Commander, 
end Lieut. Dorr BE. Newton, Jr., gradu- 
ated from the Advanced eS School, 
Kelly Field, Texas, in May, 1939, and 
was then assigned to duty in Hawaii. 
Alfred Drabnis, the First Sergeant of 
the orgenization, rae ee, enlisted 
in the Infentry in 1936, but upon his 
reenlistment chose the Air Corps as 
his branch of the service. 


tte eee 


Maxwell Field, Ala: 


To obviate confusion in identity of 
orgenizations at the Southeast Air 
Corps Training Center, the 66th Air 
Base Souadron and the 66th Materiel 
Squadron were ey corer 9 the 58th 
Air Fase and 72nd Materiel Squadrons, 
respectively. 


et een 














et eee 


Fort Douglas, Utah: 


Activated and in process of ongens- 
etion are the 4end Bombardment Group 
Medium), the 16th Reconnaissance 





Souadron and the 39th Air Base Group. 
These units at present attached to the 
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20th Bombardment Wing are scheduled to 
Operate from the Poise, Idaho, Air 
Base, now under construction. They 
were formed out of wits stationed at 
Fort Douglas and will remain attached 
to varent units for training wntil 
further instructions are issued 

The 39th 3ombardment Group (Heavy) 
end the l2th Reconnaissance Squedron, 





activated at Salt Leake City, are at- 
tached to the 20th Wing fer training 
end are assigmed to the 5th Bombard- 
ment Wing, Spokane, Wash. 
The 20th Bombardment Wing, the Fort 
Douglas Air Rase, and the Poise Air 
Rase are included in the recently cre- 
eted Northwest Air District, which is 
commanded by Maj. Gen. John F. Curry. 


000 





CORRESPONDENCE SCHOOL AT SCOTT FIELD 


‘The Air Corps Institute at Scott 
Field, only corresnondence school of 
its kind in the (United States, has 
proven to be so populer that already 
more than 6,800 men from 50 posts have 
enrolled. Applications have been re- 
ceived from Panama, Fhilipnines, Ha- 
waii and Alasks. 

Under the direction of Col. Frank H. 
Pritchard, the Air Corps Institute was 
established to offer increased educa- 


tion to enlisted men in the Air Corps. 


One theusand ap»lications are on hand, 
according to Col. Pritchard, end it is 
expected that by July lst, 9,000 will 
be enrolled in the school. 
_ Offer Many Courses 
Ranging from 90 hours for spelling 
to 1,150 hours for draft smanship, the 


courses that are cpen cover 33 sub- 


oe of general and technical nature. 


e general educaticn section includes 
English, grammar, arithmetic, chemis- 
try, and severel others. The technical 
section includes such subjects as air- 
piene maintenance, aviation, automo- 

ile repair, radio, elementary engi- 
neering, and other subjects concerning 
equipment with which the Air Corps en- 
listed man has daily contact. 

Any enlistec_man in the regular Army 
Air Corps is eligible to enroll for a 
course that might interest him. The 
length of time needed to comlcte his 
course is entirely up to the student, 
depending uoon his interest, ability 
to learn, and repidity with which he 
submits examination napers to the 
school for grading. He may, however, 
enroll in only one course at a time 
No fee is attached to this service. 
All necessary material,. instructions, 
tests, lessons, and examinations are 
furnished by the Air cones _ 

May Learn Vocetio 

"The Air Corps Institute," explained 
Col. Pritchard, "offers an additional 
dpoortunity by which each and every en- 
listed man can map ovt a course of 
study in sudjects of interest to him. 
Thus during his time spent in the Unit- 
ed States Air Corns, a soldier 
may learn a vocation to be of value 
should he continue in the service, or 
if he goes back into the civilian 
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life. 

Courses are offered primarily to 
those who, by reason cf the detail of 
work assigned to them, are unable to 
attend such outstanding schools in the 
Air Corps as the Photographic School, 
at Lowry Field, Denver, Colo.; Mechan- 
ics School at Chanute Field, Rantoul, 
Ill.,or the Radio School here at Scott 
Field," he said. 

Upon completion of the _ccurses, a 
dinloma is issued by the Institute and 
suitable notation is mede upon tho 
soldier's service record. Once en- 
rolled, a student ay remain in the 
school as long as he desires and shows 
ective interast in his work. 

"The Air Corps Institute," Colonel 
Pritchard stated, "follows rather 
closely a plan instituted in. 1920 by 
the United States Merine Corps, end in 
1926 by the United States Coast Guard, 
by which enlisted personnel of these 
orgenizations were offered an oppor 
tunity for continuance of their theo- 
retical education while inthe service. 
The —. althouch it has been provid- 
ed for by the Air Corps but a short 
time, has met with immediate response. 
Mnrollments have exceeded our exnecta- 
tions. This, I believe, reflects the 
ambition and serious mindedness of the 
averege enlisted men in the Air Corns. 


——-900-—— 
Jumo Take-off By Autogyro 


The Fitcairn Whirlwing Autogyro was 
recently demonstratedat Bolling Field, 
D.C., for high renking Army officers 
end several inembers of a Congressional 
committee. The denenstration included 
routine maneuvers inthe air as well as 
unorthodox positions, during which the 

ilot seemed to have unusual control. 
The outstanding feature of the demon- 
stration was the "jump take-off." 

Combining the desirable feature of 
previous gyros with a helicopter's 
og ig ee yt of avertical take-off, 

his new type of auto edded to the 
effectiveness of the qemdnetratson by 


using automobiles to form a close bar- 


rier sigs Paes oo “he ryrentongs © made. 
ntinued on e 
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The Flight to Bogota, Colombia 


AB18A Bombing ‘plane from. Albrodk 
Field, Panama Canal Zone; was flown to 
Bogota, Colombia, and returned over the 
week-end of rig 1941. First 
Lt. Herbert A. Von eln was the com- 
mand pilot; end Lts. Ri 1. Gunckel 
and Richard G. Jones, co-pilot and 
navigator resvectively; ‘Tech. Sgt. 
Harry P. Jones and Staff . John P. 
Kienka, both of the 74th Sombardment 
Sguadron,. radio operator and flight en- 


ineer, resnectively. Passengers in 


this plane were Col. John ‘Y. Lang, Inf., 
Maj. Clifford A. Best, Medical Corps, 
end Lt. Jules DuRois. 


Col.:Loag ro- 
mained at Bogota. : 





Bombers Visit Peruvian Cities 


Two B-18 Beabers tcok off. simltene- 
ously from Albrook and France Fields 
on the morning of February 10th, for 
Talara, Peru, with lst Lts. Richard W. 
Simons in command and ‘Ym. B. Mussel- 





SOUTH: -AMERICA 


white, pilots; -2nd Lts. John P.. Breck- 
enridge, Alexendér J. Duhgi; Jr., Wn. 
J. Meng and Benson N, Munro, copilots 
and navigators. ; 
The enlisted radio operators -and 
flight seenoeny were Steff Sgts. An- 
thony.Chubon; ° Floyd V. Session; Set. 
Ernest. J. Turner; and. Pvt. ist Cl. 
Michael Pleshko, all of the 44th Recon- 
naissance.Squadron. — 
. Accompanying the flight. were three 
Peruvian military officials, who had 
been studying Army _and Navy, training 
methods in. the Canal Zone, viz: . Cant. 
Mariana’ Melgar, of the Submarine Divi- 
sion, Peruvian Navy; Capts. Guillermo 
S. Aiigre and Mnrique B. Bernales, of 
the Air Corps. 
- From. Talara, the flight proceeded to 
Lima, cepital of Peru, for a one-day 
avey: ‘Two officers of the Peruvian 
Military Establishment were passengers 
on the return flight, during the course 
of which an overnight stcp was made at 
ara. 


o0o— 





MAKWELL FIELD GRADUATES ITS INITIAL CLASS 


February 7, 1941, marked the gradua- 
tion of the first class of flyin 
students from the Air Corps Advance 
Flying School, Maxwell Field, Ala., 
since its ccnversion in July, 1940, 
from its previous status as the Air 
Corps Tactical School. Included in its 
"alumi," who received their "Vings," 

ere two officers of the Regular 
(Captain Stanley T. Wray, Coros of In- 
ineers, .and lst Lieyt. John V. Vatt, 

r., Field Artillery) end 101 Flying 
Cadets, the nanes of the latter being 
listed .in the previous. issue of the 
News Letter. 


The graduation exercises; conducted 
in the Post Theater, were brief but 
imoressive. Following the invocation 
by the Chaplain, the then Commandant 
of the Advanced: Flying School, Col. 
Floyd 5. Gallowey,: introduced. Brig. 


Gen. Walter 2. “‘Yeaver, Coinmanding Gen- .. 


eral of the Southeast Air Corps Trein- 


ing 


Center, who in: turn introduced 
Brig. Gen. Dav 


ennort Johnson, -Assist- 


ant to the Chief of the Air Corps, who | 


delivered the graduation address. T 

sme received their diplomas from 
. Johnson end their "Wings" ‘from 

Col. alloway. ré 


Families and friends of tf of the 
students traveled great distances to 
witness their transition from Flying 
Cadets to officers. — i‘ 


About 44 members of the class will be | 
ie 


- Maxwe 


) School comorises Col. Albert L. 
- cal Corns), 


-ton. M. Hovey, Jr., 
- ing; 


‘dent’ Officers and 


sent to the Rasic Flyinz School at the 
Municipal <Airnert, ‘Montgomery, Ala., 
for duty as flying instructors. 


Class SE-41B, consisting of 40 of- 
ficers of the Regular Army and l22 
ae Cadets, end now the Advanced 
School's unper class, is scheduled to 
gromuate abcut March 15, 1941. The 

ool's third class, SE-41C, consist- 
ing of one Regular officer and 157 Fly- 
ing Cadets, began training on February 
10th. Thus, 320 students are now 
Undergoing advenced flying training at 
1 Field. 


The staff of the Advanced’ Piying 
eed, 
Meds oat us wt UF Medi- 

Lie rgeon; . Sr 
Director of Train- 
J. Holzapfel, Jr., 
Miller and Xurt M. 
Advanced Trainin 
resnectively; an 
Commandant of Stu- 
ying Cadets. 
o00—— 


Commandant ; 


x Pee: Wm. 
ecretary; Troup 
Landon, Comnending 
Groups I and II, 

Meredith M. began 


Autogyro Demonstration (From page 14) 


Placing several automobiles in a semi- 


circle, .appreximately ten feet from 
the gyro, the pilot proceeded to take 
off, and cleared the barrier by a wide 
margin. 
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' BREVITIES FROM HERE AND THERE 


The First Materiel myredomn of the 
16th Air Base Group, France Field, 
Canal Zone, boasts of a model airplane 
Pertti 

y n g to ge e little 

planes in fie air. Cpl. Toon is avn 
parently in tie lead and expects to 
have his shi piping any aay now. It 
is stated that the work is being ac- 
complished behind closed doors, and 
revolutionary desigs may be forth- 
coming. 
. The 67th Bombardment Squadron, MacDill 
Field, Fla., a new organization, has 
not as yet received its vlanes, but, 
while expecting to get them in the 
near future, the personnel are not 
wasting their tine waiting forthen. 
Classes have been: started in the prin=- 
— of airplane engines end radio, 
and the new men are being teught some- 
thing about mounting guard. 

A perticivant in one of the enochal 
events in aviation history, the Air 
Corps Around the Werld Flight in 1924, 
recently returned to active duty with 
the Air Corps. He is Maj. Leish Wade, 
who piloted the Deuglas World Cruiser 
"Boston." aj. Wade, who for the past 
12 years or sO was connected with va~ 
rious enterprises in Seuth America, 
was assigned to the Intelligence Divi- 
sion, Office of the Chief of the Air 
Corps, Washington. 





mii starz personnel at Westover Field, 
Chiconee Falls, Mass., were afforded a 
fine treet recently on the opaning day 
of the new Post Exchange . Over e thou- 
sand ice cream cones, "Dixie Cups" and 
sundaes were distributed free of 
charge, and withcut limit, each soldier 
receiving as mich as he could eat mere- 
ay sor the asking. The Post Exchange 

ich is under the supervision of 
Lieut. Harry Murphy, with Frank CGuines- 
sey, formerly of Camm Upton, New York, 
es Civilian steward, boasts of a 15- 
foot s¢da fcuntain, a 30-foot bar, 50 
feet of booths and 44 fect of show 
Cases. 





Westover Field's aerial ‘beacon, now 
under construction atop its large wa- 
ter tower within the reservation, will 
be r for operation ina_ short 

le. ‘remonies are being prepared 
post headquarters to start the op- 
eretion of the beacon light,' which 
wili burn nightly as long as the post 
18 49 operation. 





"Wholesome recreation, especially an 
opportunity to meet decent girls a 
, $0C183 wey, is the best safeguard for. 





a homesick boy._in-a. military camp," 
declared Lieut. Col, Le ase G. Reinartz, 
Medical Corps, stationed at Scott Field, 
Tll., during the course of an address 
at a recent joint regional conference 
in St. Louis of the U.S. Public. Yealth 
Service andthe Amcrican Social Yyziene 
Association. Col, Reinartz related 
how the civic organizations, police 
and probation officers and religious 
groups in the towns near Scott Field 
were assisting the Army officials in 
vrovidines recreational centers, enter- 
taininents, dances, social contacts and 
athletic competitions forthe soldiers. 





For some-time pest, the News Letter : 
has publisied items concerning record- 
breakin achievements of Air Coros me- 
chenies in changing engines on air- 
plenes. It appears that one News Reel 
concern took sufficient interest in 
this .umofficial competition between 
"the men whe make the airplanes fly" 
to film the engine change crew of. the 
46th School Squadron, Randolph Field, 
Texas, headed by Set. Fritz F. Kruse. 
The News Letter Correspondent says thet 
this crew feels very peer over the 
fame they achieved through the Fox | 
Movietone News. $ 


+ 


Within a yerees. of three days recent=- 
ly, the Salt Leake Airdrome and Fort 
Douglas were honored by the visit of 
four general officers. jor Generals 
Henry 4. Arnold, John F. vurry, Briga- 
dier Cenerals Carl Spaatz and Herbert 
A. Dargue were the guests of Brigadier 
General Walter H. Frenk, Commanding 
the 20th Bombardment Wing, and made an 
inspection of the post. 





Due to a series of heavy snows and to 
fog which amears to come from nowhere, 
the Selt Leke City Airdrome has been 
closed for periods of one and two days 
at a time. However, when a gust of wind 
would clear the field, motors would 
start roaring and missions would be on 
their way nights and holidays. 


The 88th Reconnaissence Squadron at 
Fort Douglas, Utah, established a bomb- 
ing range at Tucson, Arizona, where it 
has been practicing bombing. The 7th 
Bonbardnent Greup has been conducting 
bombing practice at Muroc Leke, Calif. 

e Wendover bombing range for the Salt 
Lake Air Rase is set wp on the Salt 
Flats near ‘Yendover, Utah. 


The new hangar and other buildings on 
the Salt Lake Airdrome Lease have been 
completed, and the 7th Bombardment Group 
and the 88th Reconnaissance Squadron 
have moved in, while Wing and Base Head- 
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quarters, along with the Sth Air Bese 
roup, remain at Fort Douglas, Utah. 


-—-000--— 


ENLARGEMENT OF OXNARD TRAINING CaNTER 


The construction of anew training 
center at Omard, Calif., comareble 
with the big »rinary treining center 
recently comleted at Ontaric, Calif., 
wes recently begun by Cel-Aero Academy, : 
contractors for the Air Comms primary 
flight training. 

The new construction on a tract of 
lend embraciig forty ecres, directly 
acrcss the highway from the Cal-—Aero 
flying field, will include en adminis- 
tration and jedical building, kitchen 
and mess hall, a recreation building, 
a ground school classroom building, and 
barracks for ao oroximately 300 Cadets. 
The construction is to be of the same 
California type of architecture which 
marks the model Cal-Aero training cen- 
ter at Ontario, Calif. A second large 
hengaris also to be erected immediate- 
ly, and the entire vlant is to be in 
comission by March 2end, according to 
Major C.C. Moseley, resident and ov- 
erator of Cal-Aero. 

Unto this tise Cal-Aero's Oxard de- 
technent has utilized as barracks and 
headquarters a building in the down- 
town section of Ozmard which was used 
for a high school. 

Ypon completion of the new facilities 
the Oxmerd detachment will receive 135 
cadets in each class instesd of the 
present 45. 


-—-000-—— 
SPRUCING “P MacDILL FIELD 


Entering the first month of the sec- 
ond year of its existence, the Head- 
guerters end Headmirters Cy ae of 
the 29th Bonberdment Groun (3H), GHQ Air 
Force, for the first time since its ar- 
rival in Florida, is comletely based 
and housed on one field. Until the 
cempletion of runways, additional bar- 
racks and other necessary censtruction 
under way at the time of_ the arrival 
of the Group at MacDill Field in May, 
1940, the entire Flight Section, to- 
gether with the various denart.nents 
contributing thereto, was maintained 
at Drew Field, where all flying opere- 
tions had been conducted. ‘VYith the 
completion of the runways and suffici- 
ent housing facilities for the entire 
organization, the ninety-odd men who 

been based_at Drew Field were mov- 
ed to MacDill Field on February 7th. 

With the assigmment of permanent bar- 
racks comes the necessity of landscap- 
ing the area surrounding the new quar- 


: ters, a task which is well under wey 


at the present time. Due tothe irres 
ular tenograohy of MacDill Field, the 
filling-in of the mny low soots in 
end around the barracks area nresents 


amajor problem. The Transportation 
Section of the Squadron is now busily 


engeged in this particular work, in 
consequence of which the Squadron area 

_ assumed the atmosphere of a bee- 
ive. 

At the rate the work is progressing, 
it would seem that in the very nea. 
future the barracks area will be con- 
tributing greatlyto the beautification 
of MacDill Field. | 


---000—— 
COLON=L SNEED PREITRNS TO ACTIVE DUTY 


ae) 


Returnirg to femiliar surroundings 
after en absence of two vears, Col. Al- 
bert L. Sneed, who in 1988 retired at 
his own request, efter thirty years! 
service, wes anncinted Commanding Of- 
ficer of Me:well Field, Ala., and Com 
mandent of the Advanced Pas School 
thereat, succeeding Sol. Floyd =. Gal- 
lowey, who was assigned to the staff 
of the Commanding General of the South- 
east Air Coros Training Center as in- 
spector for the 14 Army stations under 
the supervision of this Training Center. 

Col. Sneed, whose last assignment on 
the active list was that of Commandant 
of the Air Corns Tactical School at 


Maxwell Ficld, returned to thet station 


from La volla, Celif., where he had 
been residing since his retirement. 
Col. Gelloway had been in command of 
the Advanced Flying School since Au- 
gust 22, 1940. 


—--000—— 


Six officers from Mitchel Field re- 
cently flew to the Buffalo Municipal 
Airport to answer questions of Curtiss 
end 3ell emoleyees in connecticn with 
an aircraft ant (aes ) 

Officers assigned to the detail were: 
Cant. Cherles . Stark, Jr., commending 
the 35th Souadron, lst Lieut. Lewis 3. 
Meng, and 2nd Lieuts. Clermont =. 'sheel- 
er, Incram C. Conner, Jr., Dovid A. 
Cembell, end @lmer J. Cook. 





Fifty enlisted men from Mitchel Field 


are now taking the course for airplane 
end airmlane. engine mechanics at La 
Guardis Field. This school is onerated 
by the Academy of Aeroneutics end is the 
fifteenth such civilian 


ignated by the Army to train enlisted 
Air Corps mechenics. Three hundred stu- 
dents ‘vill be admitted for training at 
this school before June 30, 1941. The 
course is of 24 weeks’ duration. 
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Remember these neighborhood kids 
whose C.Q.'s and "0. K., Old Man" used 
to clutter the ether waves? 
the brats who strung unsightly aerials 
over housetops and occasionally did a 
little trouble-shcoting when your redio 
blinked out. Well, they're in the Army 
now. 

There were some 600 with earphones 
lued to their heads in the big hangar 

Scott Field when a sergeant stepped 
to the microphone. 


"Let me have your attention," he 
called. Eazer faces looked un. 

"How mony in this class," tawled the 
sergeant, "are amateur redio opera- 
tors--hans?" 


A bunch of hands shot skyward as 
broed grins spread over faces. On the 
sleeves of at least half a dozen of 
those who held vp their hands were the 
chevrons of corporals or sergeants. 
For the boys who strugeled along, put- 
ting meet extra wren ie Same 
into radio equinment, are naking 0 
inthis man's Army. ° vetieil 

Today those who have not been gradu- 
ated and sent to far pleces to serve 
es radio operators for the Air Corms 
ere receiving f —— touches in 
this, one of the bigsest Army schcols 
in the country. For Scott Field, pro- 

ected in 1917 as a lighter- than-air 
ield, has been converted into a maz 
nificent school for Air Corps radio 
Operators end teletype men. 

It is a mamificent 
$12,000,000 svreed in which radio op- 
erators for the air wing of the Arny 
are being trained. Although still be- 
ing exmanded, Scott Field tod stends 
cut as one of the best equinped enter- 
vrises of the Army and is one or three 
training points for ground forcesfor 
the air service. Others are Chanute 
Field at Rantoul, where airplane me- 
chanics are being turned out by the 
thousmds, and Lowry Field, Denver, 
where bombardiers and some ground men 
are being trained. 


4,000 Students 


Now taking the radio courses are 
4,000 students, whose ranks will be 
expanded to 6,000 in the near future. 
Tnere also are 3,000 men here, in 
addition to scores of civil instruc- 
tors,2,200 WPA workers and 1,500 work- 
ing for private contractors. 


The radio course being given recruits 
is not a catch-as-catch-can affair 
rushed through in America's hurried 
defense preparations. It isa five- 
and-one-helf month course of theory 


They were 


lant, this 
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RADIO HAMS COME INTO OWN IN AIR CORPS TECH SCHOOL 


ene vractice which turns out radio op-~ 
erators who can send and receive bet- 
ter then 20 words a minute, who know 
the intricacies of a radio bran and who 
in a pinch can act es navigators of 
fighting ships. 


Classes, mtil the recent influx of 
students, were divided into groups of 
60. Now, however, they will be stepned 
upuntil hundreds arein single classes. 
Some of tie best breins in Army and 
civilisn life heve arranged the courses. 


The first two weeks of the courses 
are designed to give the students suf- 
ficiont mathematics to chart a course 
end sone actuel shop work; in fact, 
shop work runs through the entire cur- 
riculun. 


Intensive Study 


The next two weeks is an intensive 
course in direct-current electricity, 
with an additional two weeks in alter 
nating current. Then come transmitter 
courses. First a week is snent on an- 
tennae, after which there are two weeks 


of theory and anplied shop work, fol- 
lowed by two weeks' work on tronsmitter 
circuits. Another two weeks is spent 


on receiver circuits, completing the 
semester of theory. 

Aircraft radio equinment is next 
taken uo in earnest. The first week 
is given over toa discussion of trens- 


mitter and receiving circuits used in 
airplenes, and the following week 
brings the students face to face with 


the redio compass, one of the marvels 


of the air force. 


The third week of the second semes- 
ter gces to study and nvractice in 
ship-to-shio and shiv-to-ground trans- 
mission and reception. “his is fol- 
lowed by study of medium power trens- 
mitters--sending sets un to about 35 
watts. The fifth week tekes up high- 
power transmitters and the sixth goes 
into testing equipment. 


Trouble Sheoting, Too 


Trouble-shooting and actual insnec- 
tion of radio equinment in airplanes 
is also included. For instance, there 
ere some 10 miles of radio circuits 
and wires in big transport ships and 
students must be able to chase trouble 
from antennae to earphones. - 


Final two weeks of the ccurse to many 
of the students is the most interest- 
ing. For in this course. the students 
actuelly fly. The school has several 
airplanes used as guinea pigs for the 
students. Ten to aship, they are 
taken un on three-hour cruises, during 


which they send and receive from the 
V-8790,A. C. 











pier. locate their positions by radio 
eam, gather. weather. reports as di- 
rected by the instfructor--in fact do 
‘all that-1s expected of an operator on 
actual duty. 


Personnel of a typical class could 
be celled ‘the pick-of the Army. Every 


man young and eager, everyone with a’ 


high school education or better. 
Return to Original Posts. . 


Following graduation the men are 
sent. back to their original assig- 
ments. Most of the students here are 
chosen from the renlzs or Kave enlisted 
for the redio service. Strict exami- 
nations. and aptitude tests-mst be 





pessed before a etudent is admitted. 


The Army, however, has pledged to 
five every man a chance and to carry 
out this promise an Air Corps Insti- 
tute has been orgenized by Col. Frank 
H. Pritchard. As student pilots and 


other specialized Army men are culled 


from classes,-they are sent to this 
institute. The institute has pur- 
chased several thousand ccrrespondence 
ccurses, Ye which the .men. may 
make up their deficiencies in education. 
This: method was adopted from the 
Coast:-Guard: and the Marines which under- 
took the same method of training sever- 

al years ago. : ’ 
. «Scott Field Broadcaster. 
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NAVIGATORS AND BOMBARDIERS CHLERRATE 


A special.Group dinner was recentl 
held at Langley Field, Va., to mar 
the completion of courses of speciel- 
ized training as. bombardiers ‘and navi- 
oe bY 26 officers, members of Class 
B of the Air Corps Training Center, 
attached to the end Bombardment Group. 
When syeéch-making time arrived, Maj. 
Harold L. George, Growp Commender, in- 
troduced Bris, Gen. Arnold N. Krogstad, 
Commanding General of the 2nd Wing, 
GHQ Air Force, who, after a short 
speech Syeega tes diplomas to the 
aduates. n the role of Master of 
remonies, Capt. Mosley started off 
the evening's ‘entertainment. Skits 
eee by the 20th, 4th, 96th and 
eadquarters Squadrons were:-all in 
od fun and imiensely = ed. -Be- 
ore the session was brought toaclose, 
Cant. Mosley called‘ on several of -the 
older members of ‘the Group to recall 
over what it was like in that  Groun a 
few years back. The News Letter Cor- 
respondent adds that Cent. Mosley- was 
in fine. forn and instrumental in mak 
ing the evening's entertainment the 
success it proved to be. : 


In connection with the instruction 
of this class, the Correspondent men- 
tions Capt. Ashworth, who spent many 
hours delinzat ing onthe why end where- 
fore of the positions and meanings of 
the various stars snd constelletions, 
thus bringing to the embryonic naviga- 
tors a compl te understemding of -Ce- 
lestial and:Dead Reckoning navigation; 
also Capt. Flanick, who is to be cred- 
ited with the splendid schooling the 
officer bombardiers received in their 
ground. school course - tHe seme course 
enlisted student ‘bombardiers are now 
receiving... : EO blag 


Rombardiers end Dead Reckoning Naviza- 


Sf esate:- iim. M.- Bowden, Joe Gc Gil- 
lesvie, Jr., Carl A. Husted, Robert N. 
Otto B. McIver, Chester H. 
Feul M. Person, Clinton ‘Y. 





‘Morneau, 


‘Uhr, and Craig ™. “alling. 


Pombardiers: see 

Lieuts..-Charles H. Bowman, Wm._A. 
Garnett, Raymond T. Peterson, and Re- 
gene A. Romie. 


Celestial Navizators: 


Lieuts... dames ¥. 
Cratt, Alfred J. Yanlon, 








Cobb, Winfred OQ. 
Jr. » isaac J. 


Haviland, Jr., John 2. Uelst, David A. 


Hornby, James 4. Keenan, John N. Lavin, 
M.7.B. Mulhollend, Dourlas ©. Northrop, 
Everett J. O'Connor, Wn. V. Ottinger, 
and John ?. Toomey. 


‘The ground courses consisted of about 
eight weeks clessroom study in each 
subject.: loon completion of the class- 
room.study each officer in the naviga- 
tion classes performed practical -fly- 
ing problems in Dead “eckoning.and Ce- 
lestial Navigation - fulfilling the 
duties of Navigetor in a regular bor 
bardment airplane combat crew. The 
bombardiers were required to commlete 
the standard qualification course in 
aerial bombing as the bombardier. 


<mngiQigasics 
CELEBRATING A PROMOTION IN A NEW WAY 


The 72nd Bombardment Squadron at Hickam Field, 
T.H., adopted a rather novel method of celebrating 
the promotion of its Commander, Major Arthur W. 
Meehan. Subjected to a little hazing. he wore all 
day long a pair of “‘huge-oak leaves made of tin.and 
was consequently the target for considerable heck- 
ling: Major Meehan made the front page of a Hono- 


The 26 officers end their qualified lulu evenjng newspaper with his picture and on ar 
ratings are as follows: .. , ticle upon his popularity at Hickam Field. 
-19- V-8790,A.C. 








AIR COWPS REFLACT).EXT CENTERS 


The Jar Deoertment recently announced 
the redesignation of the following 
ception Centers asAir Corps Replacement 
Centers fer pilets end technicians: 

1. Air Corss Revlecement Center for 
techniciens, Jefferson Barracks, io. 
This Replecement Center is placed under 
the control of the Commandant, The Air 
G9 s Technical School, Chanute Field, 

i andis exempt from Corns Area con- 
trol. Jefferson Ferracks itself will 
remein a non-exemt station under the 
control of the Seventh Gorns Area Com 
mander. 

2. Air Coros Renlacement Center for 
pilots, Maxwell Field, Ala., placed un- 
der the control of the Comnending Gen- 
erel, Southeast Air wn! Training Cen- 
ter, Maxvell #ield, and is exemot from 
Corns Area control. 

3. Air Corns  Revlacement Center for 
pilots, Kelly Field, Texas. This cen- 
ter is placed under the control of the 
Comiend é Generel, Gulf Coast Air Corps 
Training Center, Rendolph Field, Texas, 
and is exempt from Corps Area control. 

4. Air Corns Re lecement Center for 
pilots, Moffett Field, Celif, This Re- 
placement Center is placed under the 
control of the Ceommsnding General, ‘Jest 
Coast Air Corns Training Center, Moffett 
field, and is exesmt from Corps Area 
control. 

These are the first Replacement Cen- 
ters to be estavlished for the Air 
Corps. Their construction has already 
been started. ‘hen announcement was 
first made regerding these new activi- 
ties, they were desigmeted as Recention 
Centers. The essignments of troons to 
these centers hzve not yet been inade. 
The ‘Yar Depertment has approved apro- 

ect for additional construction at 
Kelly Field, texes, estimated to cost 

75,403, for the se of housin 
pout 1,300 Flying chdets in the Cade 
Replacement Center. The Corps of in- 
gineers is in charge of the ro: The 

acilities to be constructed embrace 42 
barracks, 6 administration buildings, 5 
each mess halls end school buildings, 
one each fire stetion, infirmary, nost 
exchenge, recreation building, warehouse, 
water storage; also telenhone installa- 
tions, sewage disnvosal and utilities. 


000 
COMMUNICATIONS SQUADRONS 


A recent announcement of the ‘ler De- 
ment is to the effect that the lst, 





by reil. 
"the lst Communications Souedron will 
be trensferred from Merch Field, Calif., 
to McClellen Field, Calif.; the 2nd from 
Lengley Field, Vo., to Fetterson Field, 
Ohio, and the Grd from "erksdale Field, 








La., to Duncan Field, Texas. 
——-009—— 
WINGED WARFARE 





iajor General Hen H. Arnold and 
Lieut. Colonel Ira C. Jeker, who sever 
el years ago colleboreted in_the publi- 


cation of the bock - "This Flying Come," 


have just recently nleced before the 
reading public their newest effort, un- 
der the title of "“insed Yarfsre," a 
volume renlete withfacts concerning the 
role aviationis now playing in the des- 
tiny of nations. The bcok, profusel 
illustrated, is published by Herver on 
2rothers, New York, end a review there- 
of is as to appenr in ths next is- 
sus cf the ‘News Letter. 








THE COV? PAGS OF THIS ISS 


A rather interesting little story is 
connected with the photegreph of the 
formetion of F-39 (Aireecbra) Intercen- 
tor Pursuit planes cn the cover page of 
this issue of the News Letter. 

Three Sone fliers from Selfridge 
Field, Mi ., Lieuts. Josenh F.R. Parker, 
Neel &. Keerby end Dale D. Brannen, «air 
Corps, were sent to Buffelo, ew York, 
to teke delivery ef these vlanes from 
the Rell aircraft fsettory. a the 
fact thet they had never seen this air- 
plane before, they zeve evidence of their 
skill and_ training when they took off 
from the Buffalo ‘‘unicipal Airnort end 
gave eo demonstration of its hendling 
qualities. 


---000—— 
COMSTICT™ION’ FROGR SS AT GODMAN FITLD 


The hangar at Godman Field, Ky. on 
which construction workwas sterte last 
November, and which is scheduled to be 
finished by the end of tion 1941, will 
be complete in every detail for both 
tactical and technical purposes. 


‘The grading of the field is completed, 
end surfecing of the four runways, rene 
ing from 3800 to 5400 feet in length b 


150 feet in ney is abeut 65% ccemlet- 


ed. Ferts of al 


muni j Saue ; runways are now us-~ 
Air eRe perenne in oe able; the rticns under construction 
manent change of station as soon as being mrked by a yellow cross at each 
practicable. All movements will be made end: 
~£0- V-8790,A.C. 
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